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CHARTERED INSTITUTE OF ARBITRATORS, KENYA BRANCH
THE NAIROBI CISG CONFERENCE 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk244687750][bookmark: _Hlk244687716]African Conference On Cisg: Opportunities, Ratification And Dialogue (Accord)
OFFICIAL PROGRAMME, 11 TO 13 NOVEMBER 2026
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Advisory Council convenes in closed session, under its own direction, from Monday 9 November to the morning of Wednesday 11 November. From Wednesday afternoon the programme passes to Ciarb Kenya Branch. What follows covers that period.
WHY THIS CONFERENCE MATTERS
Kenya is not a party to the United Nations Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods (CISG), which has 97 Contracting States, including China, the United States, the Netherlands and Uganda, all among Kenya’s leading trading partners. Every cross-border sale a Kenyan business enters into today is settled through foreign governing-law clauses or default private international law rules, at a cost in certainty and negotiating leverage that falls on Kenyan exporters and importers alone. Where a uniform sales law applies, the disputes that follow are largely resolved in arbitration, so the question concerns Ciarb as much as it concerns Kenya’s trade case.
The Advisory Council meets in Nairobi for the first time in East Africa, and for the first time on the continent since Pretoria in 2014, with Ciarb Kenya standing behind it. That position carries weight for Nairobi’s own claim to be where Africa’s commercial disputes are seated, not only where its sales contracts are signed. What is discussed over these two days, and in the weeks that follow, will help decide whether Kenya trades on the same terms as its competitors, and whether Nairobi is where the continent turns when those terms are tested.
PROGRAMME AT A GLANCE
	Day
	Focus
	Venue

	Wed 11 Nov (PM)
	Cultural programme and informal exchange
	Giraffe Centre, Langata

	Thu 12 Nov
	Strategic engagement with government, the Judiciary and the private sector: a roundtable and a masterclass
	PrideInn Azure Hotel, Westlands

	Fri 13 Nov
	The Nairobi CISG Conference, public, approximately 150 delegates
	PrideInn Azure Hotel, Westlands


WEDNESDAY, 11 NOVEMBER 2026
An Afternoon of Cultural Exchange
	Venue: Giraffe Centre, Langata
The afternoon is given to the first unhurried contact between the delegation and the Branch, set against Nairobi’s conservation landscape.



	Time
	Activity

	13:00
	Advisory Council rises from its closing internal session. Light lunch and formal handover of the programme to Ciarb Kenya Branch.

	14:00
	Departure for the Giraffe Centre, Langata.

	14:30 to 18:00
	Giraffe Centre. Conservation briefing and guided giraffe feeding, hosted by Ciarb Kenya Branch.
Nairobi Safari Walk.

	18:00
	Return to hotel. Evening at leisure, or dinner at a Nairobi restaurant with the Ciarb Board.


THURSDAY, 12 NOVEMBER 2026
Strategic Engagement: Government, Judiciary and the Private Sector
	Venue: PrideInn Azure Hotel, Westlands
A roundtable and a masterclass



	Time
	Activity
	Speakers and facilitators

	09:00 to 09:30
	Arrival and registration
	

	09:30 to 09:45
	Opening and introductions. Framing remarks by the Chairman, Ciarb Kenya Branch, and a CISG representative.
	1. Cesar Pereira, C.Arb FCIArb, Ciarb President
1. Prof. Kenneth Mutuma, C.Arb FCIArb

	09:45 to 12:30
	[bookmark: _Hlk244674119]Multi-Stakeholder Roundtable on Kenya and the CISG
Convening: Attorney-General and State Law Office; State Department for Trade; State Department for Foreign Affairs; Kenya Law Reform Commission; Judiciary; Parliament; KEPSA, KNCCI, KAM and KEPROBA; Law Society of Kenya; academia and international trade law experts; selected major Kenyan exporters, importers and multinational businesses; UNCITRAL/CISG experts and relevant international organisations; and Ciarb Kenya and other dispute-resolution institutions.
A half-day roundtable designed around dialogue rather than presentations.
	

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk244674202]Session 1: Setting the Context and Lessons from Other Jurisdictions
Kenya, International Trade and the Case for Greater Contractual Certainty
What Can Kenya Learn from African and International Experience?
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk244687524]Assoc. Prof. Milena Djordjevic
1. Prof. Andre Janssen, CISG AC rapporteur
1. Prof. Marko Jovanovic, CISG AC rapporteur
1. Terry Mwango, BOWMANS
1. [bookmark: _Hlk244687604]Wambui Githu-Muigai, FCIArb, Mohammed Muigai LLP (Moderator)

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk244680233]Session 2: The CISG and Kenya
Legal, Commercial and Practical Considerations for Accession
	1. Prof. Ingeborg Schwenzer, CISG AC Member
1. Hon Mr. Justice Njoroge Benjamin - Judge of the High Court of Kenya 
1. Edna Oduwo, Acting Legal Counsel, East Africa DHL Express
1. David Onsare - Proprietor at O. Achochi & Company Advocates(Moderator)

	
	[bookmark: _Hlk244679359]Session 3: Stakeholder Dialogue
What Would Kenya Need to Consider Before Moving Forward?
	1. Julius Opio, Chairman, ICC Kenya
1. Vincent Kimosop, KNCCI
1. Penninah Munyaka, Partner Rödl & Partner Kenya 
1. KJA Judge
1. Aisha Abdalla, Partner Anjarwalla & Khanna LLP (Moderator)

	12:30 to 14:00
	Working lunch. Delegation and host institutions.
	

	14:00 to 16:45
	[bookmark: _Hlk244682379]Masterclass on Contract Drafting: Disputes Start at the Drafting Table
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk244864054]Prof. Ingeborg Schwenzer, CISG AC Member
1. Prof. Dr. Yeşim Atamer, CISG AC Member
1. Prof. Kenneth Wyne Mutuma, C.Arb FCIArb., Ciarb Kenya Chairman
1. FCS Jacqueline Waihenya, C.Arb FCIArb., Ciarb Kenya Chair Emerita

	
	Africa in the Moot session
	1. Prof. Lisa Spagnolo, CISG AC Member 
1. Assoc. Prof. Dr. Milena Djordjevic, CISG AC Secretary
1. Prof. Marko Jovanovic, Observer 
1. Prof. Andre Janssen, CISG AC Rapporteur

	16:45 to 17:00
	Joint closing
	

	Evening
	Free. Optional dinner.
	


FRIDAY, 13 NOVEMBER 2026
The Nairobi CISG Conference
	Venue: PrideInn Azure Hotel, Westlands
The public day. High-level panel discussions on the CISG mandate and dispute resolution.



	Time
	Activity
	Speakers

	08:30 to 09:00
	Registration and welcome coffee
	

	09:00 to 09:30
	Opening ceremony. Remarks by Ciarb Kenya Branch, the host institution, and the Chair of the CISG Advisory Council, with a short report-back from Thursday’s roundtable.
	

	09:30 to 10:00
	Keynote lecture: The Convention at the Service of African Trade
	Prof. Emilia Onyema, CISG AC rapporteur

	10:00 to 11:00
	Panel 1: Africa in Global Trade: Are Our Contracts Keeping Pace?
Discussion points:
1. The growth of intra-African and international trade
1. Where cross-border transactions actually go wrong
1. Whether African businesses adequately manage contractual and dispute risk
1. The role of the CISG and arbitration in creating greater certainty
	1. [bookmark: _Hlk244859240]Prof. Pilar Perales Viscasillas, CISG AC Chair
1. [bookmark: _Hlk244859403]Prof. Githu Muigai, Attorney General Emeritus
1. [bookmark: _Hlk244859430]John Nyanje, International Lawyer and Arbitration Practitioner
1. [bookmark: _Hlk244859696]Brenda Wagura, Managing Director Grid Circle Ltd (Moderator)

	11:00 to 11:30
	Refreshment break
	

	11:30 to 12:45
	Panel 2: Trade in Practice: Has the CISG Made Cross-Border Business Easier?
Case Studies and Lessons for Kenya
	1. Prof. Andre Janssen, CISG AC rapporteur
1. Prof. Lisa Spagnolo, CISG AC Member
1. Nikhil Desai, ICC Trade Commission
1. Cecil Kuyo, Partner BOWMANS
1. Leyla Ahmed, Senior Associate Dispute Resolution department TripleOKLaw LLP (Moderator)

	12:45 to 14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00 to 15:15
	Panel 3: When Trade Turns into a Dispute: What Difference Does the CISG Make in Arbitration?
	1. Assoc. Prof. Milena Djordjevic, secretary
1. Prof. Marko Jovanovic, CISG AC rapporteur
1. Beatrice Kosgey, Manager independent Review of Objections Unit KRA
1. Dr. Jackson Bett, Law Lecturer at The University of Nairobi (Moderator)

	15:15 to 16:30
	Panel 4: From Conversation to Accession: What Would It Take for Kenya to Join the CISG?
	1. Dr. Luca Castellani, Legal Officer (UNICITRAL secretariat) 
1. Prof. William E. Kosar, Senior Legal & Regulatory Advisor
1. Hon. Nyambura L. Mbatia, Registrar emeritus COMESA Court of Justice
1. Peter Njeru, Partner Kaplan & Stratton (Moderator)

	16:30 to 17:00
	Closing ceremony and press engagements
	

	17:00 to 19:00
	Networking cocktails
	


The programme is subject to final confirmation by the organisers.
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